March 30, 2016
Dear 5th Grade Families,

We are getting ready to start our final STEAM writing unit called, “The 5th Grade Class Reunion Project”. In the unit the students will focus their attention on the future. They will use a high school career planning website to choose a career. This career should be something that they can see themselves in when they are 28 years old. Throughout the unit, the students will create a reverse timeline to plan how they will accomplish this career goal. The timeline will begin as 5th graders in 2015. It will have an end date of their 28th birthday. They will begin their timeline at the end with their profession as a 28 year old. Then they will work backwards toward 2015 to gather information about how they can reach their career goal.
During the unit, the students will listen to career planning speakers like high school and college counselors and advisors, as well as, professionals working in the careers they are interested in pursuing. 
The unit will begin with the students using the career planning website to choose a career, design a “vision board” of who they will be at age 28, listening to speakers, field trips, writing a letter to themselves that will be mailed back to them when they are in 11th grade to remind them of their career plans, and signing a contract that they will do everything they can do to go to college. 

This unit will end with a celebration. The celebration will be a mock Roosevelt class reunion where the students will dress and act like they are professional 28 year olds able to discuss their careers, the educational journey they took to get there, and confer with their “old” buddies from Roosevelt.
If you know anyone in one of the career fields that you find on the website, please let us know. We would like to invite some speakers to come and talk to the students about their job, and their educational background.

Assignment:


Go to www.  www.careercruising.com, follow the directions on the back of this sheet to look through the careers listed. Help your child reflect on their personal interests and ambitions, to choose a career that they would like to pursue in life. Please write that career choice on the tear off sheet below and return it to school by Tuesday, April 13th.

Due Tuesday, April 13th
Student’s Name ________________________________________

Career Choice __________________________________________

Directions for using the career website
1. Go to www.careercruising.com
2. Type in username: west   password: bloomfield
3. Click on start cruising
4. Click the button  on the left that says explore careers
5. Click on search by cluster
6. Click on a cluster and read about the career

